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"This is Not a Test: A New Narrative on Race, Class, and 

Education" is a book written by José Luis Vilson, an educator 

and activist. The book explores the intersections of race, class, 

and education in the United States, offering a critical analysis 

of the educational system through the lens of Vilson's personal 

experiences as a teacher of color. 

 

The central theme of the book revolves around the idea that 

standardized testing and other traditional measures of academic 

success do not accurately reflect the abilities and potential of 

students, particularly those from marginalized communities. Vilson 

argues that the educational system perpetuates inequality and fails 

to address the structural barriers that prevent all students from 

reaching their full potential. 

 

Throughout the book, Vilson challenges the dominant 

narratives surrounding education and advocates for a more holistic 

approach that takes into account the diverse backgrounds and 

experiences of students. He emphasizes the importance of 

empowering educators to be agents of change and advocates for 

policies that prioritize equity and social justice in schools. 
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One of the key takeaways from "This is Not a Test" is the 

need for systemic change in education to address the root 

causes of inequality and ensure that all students have access to 

quality education. Vilson's book serves as a call to action for 

educators, policymakers, and community members to work 

together to create a more just and equitable educational 

system. 

 


